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  E-mail   vling@bccrc.ca 
 
   
Degrees: 
1966  B.Sc. (Biochemistry) University of Toronto 
1969  Ph.D. Biochemistry) University of British Columbia with G.H. Dixon 
1969-71  Postdoctoral Fellow M.R.C. Laboratory of Molecular Biology, Cambridge, England, 
     with F. Sanger. 
Awards: 
1962  Ontario Scholar 
1965  Victoria University Alumni Scholarship in Life Sciences 
1966-69   N.R.C. / M.R.C. of Canada Studentship 
1969-71  M.R.C. of Canada Centennial Fellowship 
1988  C. Chester Stock Award - Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center 
1988  Cancer Research Award - The Milken Family Medical Foundation 
1989  The F.C.C.P. (Ontario) Education Foundation 1989 Award of Merit 
1990  Gairdner Foundation International Award 
1991  Dr Josef Steiner Cancer Research Award 
1991  Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada 
1991  General Motors Research Foundation Kettering Prize 
1992  Courvoisier Leadership Award 
1993  Bruce F. Cain Memorial Award, American Association for Cancer Research 
1993  University Professor, University of Toronto 
1994  National Cancer Institute of Canada/Robert L. Noble Prize 
1994  Melvin L. Samuels Lectureship Award 
1994  Basic Science Lecturer Award, The Society of Surgical Oncology Inc. 
1995 Doctor of Science, honoris causa, Memorial University of Newfoundland 
2000 BC Biotechnology Alliance Award for Innovation and Achievement  
2000 Order of British Columbia 
2000  Academician, Academia Sinica, R.O.C. 
2001 Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research Distinguished Scholar Award 
2002 UBC Alumni Association Research Award 
2002 Doctor of Laws, honoris causa, Simon Fraser University, British Columbia 
2003 Commemorative Medal for the Golden Jubilee of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
2003  Roche Diagnostics Award 



2006 Doctor of Science, honoris causa, Trinity Western University, British Columbia 
2006                Doctor of Science, honoris causa, York University, Ontario 
2006  Terry Fox Gold Medal, British Columbia Medical Association 
2007   NCI Canada 60th Anniversary Diamond Jubilee Award 
2008  Officer, Order of Canada 
2012  Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal 
2013   Global Impact Award, University Health Network, Toronto 
2013   CCRA Award for Exceptional Leadership in Cancer Research, Canadian Cancer  

Research Alliance  
2014  Fellow of the Canadian Academy of Health Sciences 
2014  Chinese Canadian Legend Award, Asian Business Network Association, Toronto 
2016  Dr. Don Rix Lifetime Achievement Award, Life Sciences BC, Vancouver 
2017  Honorary Professor, Faculty of Medicine, Fudan University, Shanghai  

 
 

 
Present Positions: 
 
2007-present President and Scientific Director, Terry Fox Research Institute (www.tfri.ca) 
  Distinguished Scientist, BC Cancer Agency (www.bccancer.bc.ca) 

Professor, Department of Pathology & Laboratory Medicine, and 
Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, University of British Columbia 
(www.ubc.ca) 

 
 

2007-present Associate Editor, Current Oncology 
 
1989-present Associate Editor, Journal of Cellular Physiology 
 
1992-present Associate Editor, Journal of Molecular Pharmacology 
 
2010-present  Member Senior Editorial Board, International Journal of Biochemistry and Molecular 

Biology (IJBMB) 
 
 
Selected Past Positions: 
 
1995-2007 Vice-President, Research, BC Cancer Agency 
  Assistant Dean Cancer Research, University of British Columbia 
  Professor, Department of Pathology & Laboratory Medicine, 
  Associate member (Professor) Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, 
   University of British Columbia 
 
2011-2016  Director, Board of Genome B.C.  
 
2007-2013 Director, Interdisciplinary Oncology Program, University of British Columbia (www.iop.ca) 
 
 

http://www.tfri.ca/
www.bccancer.bc.ca)
www.ubc.ca
http://www.iop.ca/


2009-2011 Member, Selection Board, Vanier Canada Graduate Scholarship 
 
2005-2010 Member, Scientific Advisory Council, Alberta Heritage Foundation for Medical Research  
 
2004-2008     Member, Medical Advisory Committee, Gairdner International Foundation 
 
2000-2006  Associate Chair, Governing Council, CIHR 
 
1999-2006 Director of the Board, National Cancer Institute of Canada 
 
2001-2005 Member, Premier’s Technology Council of British Columbia 
 
2000-2005 Member, Canadian Strategy for Cancer Control Committee 
 
1999-2003 Member, Awards Assembly, General Motors Cancer Research Foundation 
 
1997-2003 Member, Advisory Committee on Research, Alberta Cancer Board 
 
1998-2002 Member, Awards Committee, Burroughs Wellcome Trust Fund 
 
1997 -2002   Chair/Member, International Affairs Committee, American Association for Cancer Research 
 
1989-1995 Head, Division of Molecular & Structural Biology, The Ontario Cancer Institute 
  Toronto, Ontario 
 
1983-1995 Professor, Department of Medical Biophysics, University of Toronto 
 
1992-1995 Member, Board of Directors, American Association for Cancer Research 
 
1992-1995 Member, Board of Directors, Hospital for Sick Children Foundation 
 
1990-1994 Board of Scientific Counselors, Division of Cancer Treatment, National Institutes of Health 
 
1988-1992 MRC Scholarship Committee, Medical Research Council of Canada 
 
1986-1990 Study Section Member, Experimental Therapeutics, National Institutes of Health, U.S.A. 
 
 
Publications: 
 
Refereed papers: 190 
 

 
 
Book Chapters and Invited Articles:   56 
 

 


